
M A R Y L A N D H I S T O R I C A L T R U S T NR Eligible: yes 
D E T E R M I N A T I O N OF ELIGIBILITY F O R M no 

3roperty Name: Daniel Peachy Farm Inventory Number: G-V-A-138 

Address: 339 Joni Miller Road City: Oakland Zip Code: 21550 

County: Garrett USGS Topographic Map: Table Rock 

Owner: Homer and Sadie Kinsinger Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: 35 Tax Map Number: 91 Tax Account ID Number: 07-002963 
Assess Visual Effects of Allegheny Heights Windpower 

Project: Facility Agency: 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes District Name: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes X no 

Criteria: X A X B X c D Considerations: A B C D E F G X None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Daniel Peachy Farm is located on the west side of Joni Miller Road at the top of a small rise. The farm 
comprises a main house, a bank bam, a milkhouse, three silos, a chicken coop, a calf pen, a metal equipment shed, 
a modem corncrib, and a prefabricated shed. The Amish Cemetery, also known as the Slabach/Slabaugh cemetery, 
is located on an eight of an acre just south of the bam complex. The active cemetery was deeded to the Trustees of 
the Amish Church in 1935 (Garrett County deed AGR 112:321). 

The house was constructed ca. 1900. Buildings appear in this approximate location on the USGS Oakland 
quadrangle map surveyed in 1899 and published in 1908 (USGS 1899, 1908). The house faces east and has a clear 
view over open fields towards Backbone Mountain. The two-story, wood-frame house occupies an irregular 
ground plan. The main block is three bays by two bays. An off-set, one-story, three-bay by two-bay wing on a 
raised concrete-block foundation projects westward from the northwest comer of the main block. The wing was 
added ca. 1960 after the death of Daniel Peachey in 1958 to accommodate farm workers. Another one-story, wood-
frame addition on a poured concrete foundation projects from the north elevation of the rear wing. The main block 
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and the rear wing are clad with asbestos shingles over horizontal wood siding. The one-story north addition is clad 
in horizontal wood siding. The main entry is through the center of the east elevation. The primary door to the 
house is a modern wood door with cross panel with multiple lights. A similar door with a large single light 
provides access to the porch that was enclosed with vinyl siding since 1981. The windows are primarily one-over-
one-light, double-hung sash thermal units. Some of the original wood-frame, two-over-two-light, double-hung sash 
windows were visible in the rear lean-to. Some wide window casings were visible. A one-story lean-to on a raised 
concrete-block basement spans the west elevation of the main section. The shallow gable roof is sheathed with 
standing-seam metal. One brick interior chimney was observed. 

A one-story animal shed is located northeast of the main house. The animal shed is one-story, wood-frame building 
with a front-facing gable roof. The walls are sheathed with tar paper and asphalt shingles. It is currently under 
rehabilitation. The shed was used as a brooder house, a pig house, a heifer house, and now houses dogs. 

A large early-twentieth century bank barn is located southwest of the house. The bank is on the west elevation. 
The lower level is concrete block with metal-frame hopper windows. The timber framed upper level is clad with 
vertical board siding. The gable roof is sheathed with corrugated metal roofing directly over the rafters. The 
doorway has wood sliding doors and is accessed by a bridge. The earth is not banked against the foundation wall. 
Three concrete silos stand west of the barn. Two silos are ribbed concrete. One silo is constructed of concrete 
panels. All silos have external metal reinforcement hoops. 

A one-story, one-bay by one-bay, concrete-block milkhouse stands north of the main barn. The milkhouse has a 
gable roof sheathed with standing-seam metal. A doorway occupies the west gable end. A modern prefabricated 
shed is located east of the milkhouse. 

Other outbuildings include a wood-frame chicken coop with a shed roof, and a one-story, wood-frame calf pen with 
six stalls. A one-story, modern equipment shed with metal walls and roof is located west of the barn. A straight-
sided corncrib constructed of 2-4-inch wood framing members and finished with 1/4-inch wire mesh is located 
south of the metal equipment shed. The corncrib is elevated on concrete-block piers and has a flat metal roof. 

An active Amish cemetery is located on a hill southwest of the main barn. The earliest graves noted were Lizzie C. 
(b. 1861-d. 1867) and an infant of Christian Slabach, who also died in 1867. The markers were located at the base 
of a large old tree. Christian Schlabach (per marker) (b. 1831-d. 1898) and his wife Matilda were there. Jonas 
Petersheim (b. 1865-d. 1937) was buried in the cemetery, as well as members of the Zook, Lichty, Miller, Yoder, 
Schrock, Peachey, and Struben families. 

The Daniel Peachey Farm was originally owned by Christian Slabach (also spelled Schlabach and Slabaugh). The 
Slabach family was descended from Joseph Slabach (b. 1788-d. 1862), who was born in Germany of German-Swiss 
ancestry. He emigrated to the United States as a young man and settled in Grantsville, Garrett County. He was 
married to Elizabeth Hershberger in 1825 and the couple had fifteen children born between 1826 and 1841, of 
which thirteen lived to adulthood. In 1858, Joseph Slabach purchased 800 acres of the 1,000-acre tract known as 
"Ashby's Discovery" surveyed in 1781 near Gortner, MD, and moved there with several of his children. Two sons 
remained in the Gortner area. David Slabach (b. 1840-d. 1911) acquired the home farm, identified as MIHP # G-V-
A-131. Christian Slabach (b. 1831-d.1898) purchased several hundred acres of his father's farm on "Ashby's 
Discovery" (Haning 1978; Schlosnagle 1978:41). Christian Slabach married Mathilda Hostetler (b. 1830-d. 1897). 
The couple had nine children. In 1894, Christian Slabach sold 470 acres of "Ashby's Discovery" to three sons: 
Solomon (137 acres), Joel C. (32 acres), and Daniel (301 acres). The Daniel Peachey farm is the 137 acres sold to 
Solomon Slabach. In 1943, Soloman and Mary (wife) Slabach sold 63 acres to Noah S. and Ada Lichty. In 1958, 
the property transferred to Daniel (b. 1928-d. 1958) and Lottie (Lichty) Peachey (b. 1928-d. 1989). Sarah 
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(Peachey) Kinsinger, a daughter of Daniel and Lottie Peachey, currently owns the property (Garrett County deeds 
EZT 24:360ff; AGR 130:177; RLD 209:278; Yoder 1995:83-84). 

The main house appears to date from ca. 1900. The main house has been altered so that it no longer retains 
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling to illustrate a type, period, or method of construction 
(Criterion C) as a rural domestic dwelling. Alterations to the house have also compromised the integrity of the 
farmstead to illustrate agricultural patterns in Garrett County from the early twentieth century (Criterion A). The 
agricultural outbuildings are not physically significant examples of their types, periods, or methods of construction 
to be individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C. The house is not 
documented as associated with a significant person in the past (Criterion B). 
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Daniel Peachy Farm 
Gortner 
Private circa 1900 

The Daniel Peachy frame farmhouse is a two story, three bay 
by two bay structure with a gable roof. The house rests on a stone 
foundation. Asbestos shingles cover the original weatherboard siding. 
A frame bank barn is also located on the property. 
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DESCRIPTION G-V-A-138 

—EXCELLENT 

JLGOOD 

—FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

'—UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

4^ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This frame farmhouse is situated in a hilly area on Joni Miller Road, 
approximately 3/8 miles north of Pleasant Valley Road. The house faces 
east. It is a two story, three bay by two bay structure with a gable roof. 
A modern (1960) single story, three bay by two bay gable roof addition extends 
outward from the north end of the rear, west elevation. A smaller wing extends 
from the north elevation of this addition. A shed addition extends across 
the rear of the main block to the modern addition. A small wooden porch 
supported by plain wood posts with lattice work, covers the central facade 
entrance. An entrance also appears south elevation of the rear shed addition. 

Two interior chimneys are located symmetrically at the peak of the roof 
of the main block. A central brick chimney is located on the modern addition. 
The house is lit predominately by two over two sash windows, framed with plain 
flat boards. The house rests on a stone foundation. Asbestos shingles cover 
the original weatherboard siding. The roof is covered with seamed metal. 

A frame bank barn is also located on the property. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is an example of a common western Maryland type. 
Houses of th is general configuration, a rectangular main block, 
were constructed in Garrett County from the l a t e nineteenth 
through the early twentieth centur ies . 
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